Creating Comprehensive
Student Profiles

Creating comprehensive student profiles is a crucial practice for fostering belonging and tailoring support
for individual students. A comprehensive student profile creates a dynamic record that evolves with the
student, offering a holistic view of their academic journey, personal interests, and individual needs.

Model for Comprehensive Student Profiles

1. Profile Structure: Provide an understanding of who the student is

inside and outside of school.
e Personal Information: Basic details including name, age, grade level, and a photograph.

e Academic Data: Current grades, standardized test scores, and other relevant academic
assessments.

e Language Proficiency: Information on the student's first language, proficiency in the language of
instruction, and any additional languages spoken.

e Strengths and Areas for Growth: Identified through assessments, teacher observations, and
self-reflections.

e Interests and Passions: Extracurricular activities, hobbies, and subjects of interest.

e Learning Plans: Documents such as IEPs, 504 plans, language support plans, or gifted
education plans.

e Family and Cultural Background: Insights into the student's familial context and cultural
heritage

e Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) Data: Observations and assessments related to SEL
competencies.

e Teacher Notes: Observations from teachers and support staff regarding academic performance,
social interactions, and any other relevant insights.

e Goals and Aspirations: Short-term and long-term academic and personal goals set by the
student and their support team.

2. Data Collection and Update Process: Consider how often data are

entered and updated.
o Initial setup: Gather baseline data at the beginning of the academic year or upon the student's
entry into the school.
e Regular updates: Schedule updates at designated intervals (e.g., after grading periods, following
assessments) and after significant events (e.g., completion of an intervention program).

¢ Continuous input: Encourage all educators interacting with the student to contribute
observations and insights regularly.

3. Use of Profiles: Consider when and how the profiles are used to

inform instructional decisions.

¢ Individualized instruction: Tailor teaching strategies and learning activities based on the
student's profile, accommodating their strengths, areas for growth, and interests.
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e Support and interventions: Design and implement targeted interventions and support
mechanisms, referencing the student's learning plans and SEL data.

e Goal setting: Use the profile as a foundation for setting realistic and motivating goals with the
student, involving them in the process to enhance their agency and investment in their learning
journey.

e Collaboration and communication: Facilitate collaboration among educators, specialists, and
support staff by providing a comprehensive view of the student's needs and strengths. Ensure
seamless information transfer to new teachers or when the student transitions to a new grade.

4. Access and Privacy: Ensure that student information and identities

remain safe and secure.

e Centralized platform: Schools have the flexibility to choose between digital or non-digital
centralized platforms for storing profiles, depending on their specific needs and resources.
Whether it's a secure online system or a physical data room, the key is to ensure that the platform
allows for organized, easy access by authorized personnel. This approach empowers educators
to efficiently review student information, recognize patterns, and take informed actions to support
instruction and student growth.

e Privacy and security: Adhere to privacy laws and ethical guidelines, ensuring that sensitive
information is password-protected, and access is restricted to relevant stakeholders.

5. Engagement with Families: Determine how profiles can be shared

with caregivers.

e Family access: Provide families with access to their child's profile, encouraging them to
contribute information and participate in goal-setting activities.

o For enhanced family engagement, schools can share student profiles during caregiver
conferences and offer secure online access for ongoing review and contributions.
Interactive workshops could further involve families and students in collaborative goal
setting, making these profiles dynamic tools for shared insight and aspiration.

e Student involvement: Involve students in reviewing and updating their profiles, fostering self-
awareness, and self-advocacy. This approach promotes their self-awareness and advocacy skills.
Guide students in reflecting on and updating their profiles by asking questions like:

o  What are your proudest achievements this term?

o How have your interests or goals changed?

o What support do you need to overcome your current challenges?
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Sample Student Profile

Name:
Grade:
School:

Birthday (Month/Day):
Date Updated:

Information to be Used and Collected

Identify sources of information and assessments to be conducted. Check box and note date when it has
been reviewed or updated.
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Meeting with caregivers

Consult with previous and current teacher
Consult with support team

Classroom observation

Benchmark and state assessments
Interest and learning preferences inventory
Work samples and assignments
Teacher-student conferences

Other: (IEP, etc.)

Personal Characteristics

Family composition and connections
Who are the members of their household, and are there any significant people or relationships outside the
home that support them?

Favorite things
What are some of the student’s favorite activities, hobbies, or interests outside of school?

Health and wellness
Are there any health considerations we should be aware of to support learning?

Cultural traditions & heritage
What celebrations are important for the student and their family?

Academic Strengths and Areas of Need
Current achievement levels and learning skills

¢ What academic knowledge/abilities does this student demonstrate strengths? (example:
reading fluency, math problem-solving)
e Where does the student stand in terms of grade-level expectations across different subjects?

e What specific progress or challenges have been observed in this student's academic skills?
Consider the latest benchmark assessments.

Learning preferences

e How does this student best absorb and process information?

e Are there specific formats, environments, or strategies that enhance their learning
experience?
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Areas of need
e Which areas require additional support or intervention for student learning?

Language proficiency, support and goals*
¢ How many languages does the student speak and what is their native language?

e What is the student's current level of proficiency in the languages they speak?
What kind of linguistic support would benefit them, and what are their academic goals related to

language learning?

Assessment and Instruction

Instructional strategies

e What instructional strategies have been most effective in engaging this student and supporting
their learning needs?

Assessments
e How does this student best demonstrate their understanding?
e What accommodations or modifications may be necessary for assessments?

Resources, supports and interventions
e What specific resources, support, or interventions have been utilized for this student?
e How has student progress been impacted?

Student goals & learning plans
e What are the short-term and long-term academic goals?
e What steps are outlined in their learning plan to achieve these goals?

Social, Emotional, and Behavioral Characteristics
e How should this student be affirmed?
e What makes this student shut down?
e How does the student perceive their own strengths, weaknesses, and abilities?
¢ What impact does their self-awareness have on their confidence and motivation to learn?
e What behavioral patterns have been observed in classroom settings?
e How do these behaviors affect the student's learning and interactions with others?

* Note: When considering language proficiency in the context of a student's comprehensive profile, it's essential to
move beyond merely cataloging the languages a student speaks. It's about deeply understanding how a student's
language skills contribute to and influence theirlearning journey. Supportin this area might involve tailored language
development strategies that align with academic objectives, ensuring the student can fully participate in learning
experiences and demonstrate their knowledge.
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About TNTP

As a leading education nonprofit, TNTP works side by side with educators, system leaders, and
communities across 39 states and more than 6,000 districts nationwide to reach ambitious goals
for student success. Our vision pushes beyond school walls, catalyzing cross-sector collaboration

to create pathways for young people to achieve academic, economic, and social mobility. Read
more at tntp.org/makers-connect

Terms of Use

These tools and resources are provided for informational or educational use only and are not intended as a service. Unless
otherwise indicated, the resources provided on the Educator Toolkit are licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-
Noncommercial License and are subject to the copyright rules under that license.

Commercial use of the materials is not allowed without explicit written permission from TNTP, Inc. Unless otherwise noted, any
distribution of materials posted on this website must credit TNTP, Inc. as follows:

From the Opportunity Makers Toolkit (2024) by TNTP, Inc., available at https://tntp.org/toolkit/the-opportunity-makers-toolkit/

Permission to copy, use, and distribute materials as described above shall not extend to information housed on the Educator T oolkit
and credited to other sources, or information on websites to which this site links.
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